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Chinese Ghost Typology
---An exploration focusing on de Groot’s work

LIU Wei-Ting

Ph. D. Candidates, Department of Religious Studies
Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

The Dutch sinologist JJM de Groot (1854-1921) wrote The Religious System of
China, which was written from 1892 to 1910. It took 18 years to complete and began
to teach Chinese religion in the late Qing Dynasty. Systematic research, especially the
rituals and beliefs of religion among the Han people. The book is divided into six
volumes. The existing contents are the first series of "Tombs and Funeral Customs" and
the second part is "Elves and Ghost Theology". The original author's writing plan
extends to the Taoist system, worship rituals, Buddhist beliefs, official ceremonies and
ceremonies, but in the end only two volumes are published. Nevertheless, the book is
one of the representative works of Chinese sinology in Chinese studies. The purpose of
this paper is to explore the typology of the Chinese ghosts in the second "Ghost
Theology". It analyzes the cosmology of Chinese from the perspective of universality
and diversity, covering mountain ghosts, water monsters, earth monsters and animal
ghosts, and even plant ghosts and everything. Both demon, plus the devil's beliefs, such
as the suicide ghosts, zombies and cannibals, de Groot is a Han Chinese religion to
shape a basic set of ghost world views. The author re-examines the definition of ghosts
and gods in Chinese religion from de Groot 's typology, and conducts dialogues with

current Chinese religious studies and proposes their contributions.
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