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From Capabilities to Incapabilities: the Covid-19 Pandemic
Viewed from Japanese Tradition of Fusion Nenbutsu/Nianfé

Yasuo DEGUCHI
Kyoto University

Abstract

What philosophical lessons can we learn from the Covid-19
pandemic? What impact will the pandemic give to philosophy in
with/after corona era? Answers to those questions should vary from one
philosopher to another. Here are mines.

The pandemic reveals, among others, the three basic facts. (1) An
individual, ‘I’, is so fundamentally incapable that | cannot protect me and
the closest persons to me alone. (2) So, | always need helps from others.
(3) Therefore, any action of mine is not a single but rather a collective
one whose subject or agent is not ‘I’ but rather ‘We’ that consists me and
those helping others.

Based on those observations, let me envision a possible direction of
philosophy in future, i.e., We-turn, a shift of subject, agency or unit of
any human action or state of affairs from ‘I’ to “We’; from my action to
our action, from my life to our life, from my wellbeing to our wellbeing
and so on so forth.

Do we have examples of such We-turn in history of philosophy or
religion? We can find an instance in Japanese Buddhism, i.e., fusion
nenbutsu/nianfo (FfiE2{F#5). In this talk, | will explore how and on what
reason the nenbutsu tradition underwent its We-turn, and what

significance it can have for the contemporary world.



Some Thoughts on the Entangled World:
With a Little Help from My Buddhist Friends

Chih-chiang Hu

Department of Philosophy, National Chengchi University, Taiwan

Abstract

Bruno Latour points out that not only people and people but also
humans and non-humans are getting more and more entangled and the
modern world is “mixing ... more and more elements together.” (Latour
2001: 313) Therefore, Latour urges that we should be more cautious, not
negligent, and take into account more and more elements (humans and
non-humans). “The paradox of our age is that at the very time when we
are entangled with billions of people; thousands of complex ecosystems;
hundreds of nations; dozens of legal systems; and billions of species;
hundreds of thousands of machines, robots, computers and factories, a
very small number of people are allow to stand and to be counted.”
(Latour 2001: 332-333) “If global meant anything, it would signify that ...
many would be heard and many would count.” (Latour 2001: 332) It is
even more thought-provoking when | reread these passages during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

However, the meaning of “take into account” is a little bit ambiguous
here. One could take a lot of elements into account just for one’s own
benefit. Furthermore, given the extensive and complicated entanglement
or interdependence, it does not necessarily follow that one should care
about the well-being of others. There is a lot of work to be done. The
picture of entangled world can be been as a reminder of the principle of
dependent origination. If all things are dependently originated, then all
things are impermanent, hence there is no Self as permanently enduring
entity. This paper has recourse to Santideva’s (late 7th to mid-8th century
CE) argument for impartial benevolence (or compassion) in the
Bodhicaryavatara (henceforth abbreviated as BCA). The main points of
the argument are as follows: All sufferings are ownerless in the sense of

Selfless because there is no Self, i.e., there is no good reason to have a
6



partiality for preventing one’s own sufferings; It is agreed that sufferings
are bad and to be prevented; Therefore, all sufferings are to be prevented
impartially. | will present my own interpretation of the pertinent passages
in the BCA with clarifications and elaborations, and then try to address
some important objections.

In any case, my message to the readers is quite simple and
straightforward: we cannot emphasize too much the importance of global
equitable access to vaccines, medicines, etc. We must all work together
to synchronously make vaccines, medicines, etc. impartially available to
as many people as possible. With a little help from everyone, it is hoped
that the whole world will get through the darkest hour just before the

dawn.

Keywords: impartial benevolence, non-self, thin subject, Buddhist ethics,
Santideva
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ENCHANTING MODERNISM: HUMANISTIC BUDDHISM FROM
BELOW IN BADE, TAIWAN

Justin R. Ritzinger

University of Miami

Abstract

The story of Chinese Buddhism’s encounter with modernity has until
recently been told as the rise of Humanistic Buddhism. Starting with
Taixu, the narrative goes, it passes on through Yinshun to the great
institution-builders of Taiwan: Xingyun, Zhengyan, and Shengyan.
Recently scholars have begun to complicate this picture, but they have
typically remained close to this lineage, foregrounding the elites
presumed to be the agents of modernization and treating Buddhism
largely as a discreet, bounded tradition. This paper will take a different
tact: looking at Humanistic Buddhism not from above, but from below;
not through multinational monastic-led organizations, but through a local
working-class lay community; not as a discreet tradition, but as part of a
broader religious market. My subject will be the Maitreya Lay Buddhist
Lodge, at which I am conducting ongoing fieldwork. Here we find, I
posit, a kind of “vernacular Buddhist modernism” in which core ideas and
orientations are articulated within a broader religious field marked by
enduring dynamics and tensions identified in studies of late imperial
Chinese religion. While the class location of the Lodge and its members
results in an approach that is distinctive in certain ways, I will suggest

that this vernacular modernism is less unique than it appears.
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Buddhist Hybridity and Modernity: Multicultural
Buddhist Education in Colonial Taiwan (1895-1945)

Pei-ying Lin FK{fflZ2
B RS A
Abstract

Taiwanese Buddhism during the Japanese Occupation (1895-1945)
can be featured by the hybridity of Japanese and Taiwanese elements in
architecture, art, and education. The religious policies of the colonial
government shaped the direction of Buddhist education in Taiwan during
this period of Japanese occupation. After the Marco Polo Bridge Incident
in 1937, more intense control of local Taiwanese temples was carried out,
resulting in further integration between Japanese Buddhism and Taiwanese
communities. Accompanying with the Japanese colonization, Buddhist
communities saw a multi-cultural learning environment as well as a
remarkable increase of female participation.

Development of the education of Taiwanese nuns is an important
feature of Taiwanese Buddhism. Dahu Fayun Temple, Miaoli County,
under the leadership of Abbot Jueli, attracted a great number of female
sangha members in norther Taiwan. Similarly, the Chaofeng Temple in
Kaohsiung was the most vigorous Buddhist hub in southern Taiwan.
Taiwanese monastics who studied in Japan included both monks and nuns.
This paper will begin with a basic survey of Japanese Buddhist education
in Taiwan and then provide a case study of a nunnery, the Yuantong
Temple. The continuity of Japanese Buddhist traditions in Taiwan and the
enduring presence of active female participation in Taiwanese Buddhism
suggests the need for further research on later periods. It is at least evident
that models for education and the emphasis on monastic education began
with the Japanese schools. This paper cannot exhaustively represent the
complex picture of Taiwanese Buddhism during the Japanese occupation,
but it can serve as part of the foundation of knowledge for further study on
Taiwanese, Japanese, and even global Buddhism, during this pivotal
historical period.

Keywords: Japanese Occupation(1895-1945); Buddhist education;

Taiwanese Buddhism
16
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