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Love for the church and country—
The principle of Ma Xiangbo’s life

Chen Fang-Chung

Associate Professor, Dept. of History, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

Ma Xiangbo was a well known Catholic figure in China from the late Qing dynasty to early
Republican era. However, he once left the Church, there is relatively less references to him in
works relating to the history of Catholicism in China. The first part of this paper gives some basic
background information about Ma. This will allow readers to understand the important role Ma
played in the movement to localize Catholicism in China after 1900 and will also demonstrate how

well respected Ma was, both inside and outside the Church.

Secondly, Ma’s sense of patriotism caused him to become dissatisfied with the policy of the
Nationalist Government of the time, which emphasized the handling of internal unrest prior to and
more urgently than the promotion of China on an international scale. Ma thus joined the ‘National
Salvation Society” which was viewed as a left wing group. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
viewed Ma as a left wing Catholic because they believed he was a forerunner of the formation of
the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and its beliefs. In actual fact, Ma Xiangbo’s ideas of
patriotism and resistance against Japanese aggression sprang from his religious qualities of
compassion and unconditional love for all living things. All Catholic figures, whether they were

viewed as left or right wing by the CCP, embodied such ideals.

Religious wisdom refers to true insight and wisdom that transcends the everyday world and
its practices. The central thought and life goals of Ma Xiangbo must be considered against the

background of religious wisdom. Any attempt to understand his thought and life without this
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background will prove fruitless.

Keywords: Ma Xiangbo, History of the Chinese Catholic Church, The Chinese
Catholic Patriotic Association



