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The Understanding and Interpretation of Texts in Duoshu

Xiao Qinghe
(PhD Student, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies, the Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Abstract

Following the notion of tradition, authority and value, which constitute a hermeneutical
structure, this essay tries to apply hermeneutics theory to analyze Duoshu, a book by a Chinese
Catholic, Han Lin, who was a local intellectual and lived in the late Ming Dynasty. The essay
attempts to deal with the following problems: what was the method of his interpretation in this
book and what problem did this interpretation caused? In Duoshu, Han Lin commented on the Six
Moxims of the Hongwu Emperon and not only cited many classical Confucian texts and
missionary texts (mainly by Jesuits), but also other texts which advocated Buddhism which were
obviously inconsistent with Catholic faith. We also find some influences of contemporary popular
books such as the Gong Guo Ge. This phenomenon indicates that there was a tension in Han Lin’s
thought. The essay makes an effort to resolve the problem of this book’s identity by analyzing the
writer’s citations. The conclusion is that this book may be seen as part of the Chinese Catholic
historical writings, and also a book on the Xiang Yue (Community Compact).

Keywords: Hermeneutics, Duoshu, Tradition (Classical Confucian texts), Authority
(Song & Ming School Principle), Value (Chinese Catholic)



