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The Hermeneutic Paradigms of Sino-Christianity and
Chinese Culture

Zhang Jun
Ph.D. candidate, College of Literature, Shaanxi Normal University

Abstract

The interpretation of Sino-Christianity has experienced three historic paradigms: (a) the
Nestorian paradigm in the Tang Dynasty-interpreting Christianity according to the three traditions:
Confucianism Buddhism and Daoism; (b) the Catholic paradigm in late-Ming Dynasty-interpreting
Christianity according to Confucianism; (c) the Christian paradigm in the contemporary
era------interpreting Christianity according to the humanities. The form of the Nestorian paradigm,
interpreting Christianity according to the three traditions, was shaped by the structure of the
tripartite confrontation of Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism in the Tang Dynasty. The Catholic
paradigm in the late-Ming Dynasty, interpreting Christianity according to Confucianism, was
connected with the dominant situation of Song-Ming Confucianism. The contemporary Christian
paradigm, interpreting Christianity according to the humanities, has been formed in the
(enlightenment) humanistic context of thought and culture in mainland China. In as much as the
context of political culture does not change, the contemporary interpretion of Christianity will
finally be able to take Christian faith and culture into the Chinese-world, and form a stable
Chinese-Christian tradition.

Key Words: Chinese-Christianity; Chinese culture; hermeneutic paradigm; interpreting
Christianity according to the three traditions: Confucianism Buddhism and Daoism;
interpreting Christianity according to Confucianism; interpreting Christianity according
to the humanities



