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Public Religion and Social Movement: A Case
Study of Catholic-based Community Organizing

LAW Wing Leung
M.Phil Candidate, Dept. of Religion and Philosophy, Hong Kong Baptist

University

Abstract

Public religions have a positive effect on the development of modern
societies because their publicity enables them to enter the public sphere and
advance the public interest by paying attention to different social issues.
This kind of religious characteristic also favours building civil society and a
democratic system. In his theory of faith-based community organizing, the
American sociologist, Richard Wood, states that some religious
organizations are different from churches which focus on preaching work.
They promote values such as justice, human rights and equality, and
actively participate in social movements in order to foster democratization.
This article examines the role of public religion in social movements
through the implementation of Article 23 of the Hong Kong Basic Law, and
the role of the Justice and Peace Commission of the Hong Kong Catholic
Diocese.

The research finds that Catholic-based community organizing provides
essential elements for social movements, including upward linkage in the
public sphere and resources advancing democratization, educating people
about social issues, building and strengthening social capital, and providing
symbolic resources. The author shows a concrete situation in the difficulties
confronted by the organization when building social capital and the effect
of the mass media in the social movement.
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