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The Origin and Destiny of Life as the Fundamental
Revelation of the Bible

Mark FANG Chih-jung, S. J.
Professor, Faculty of Theology, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

The present conference takes appropriately “Ideas of Life in Religions” as
its theme to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the foundation of the
Graduate School of Religious Sciences in 1988. This paper “The Origin and
Destiny of Life as the fundamental revelation of the Bible” presents first the
philosophy of life of the late Archbishop Stanislas Lokuang, who is the true
founder of this graduate school. Then the paper takes Paul Ricoeur’s division of
the Old Testament biblical books into five literary forms as a tool to explain how
the origin of life is described in biblical narratives, in the law (Covenant), in the
prophets, in proverbs and in Psalms. The New Testament completes the
revelation of the Old and the destiny of life is an important and basic revelation
of the New. This revelation is accomplished in three steps in the Gospels:
Math/Mk, Luke and John. John shows the way from God’s kingdom to eternal
life. The Pauline letters also have rich material about life and death and finally,
the first epistle of John says squarely that he (John) saw, heard and with hands
touched the life which is in Jesus. The conclusion of the paper makes a
supplement to the dream of Mgr. Lokuang: Confucius heard about the refusal his
disciple Zilu made to Lokuang and told Zilu: I wished to hear from a Catholic
bishop talking about the service of God and about human life and death. Why
were you so barbarous as to refute him an entrance into my home!

Keywords: ideas of life, philosophy of life, literary forms of the Holy Scriptures,
revelation, Old Testament, New Testament, Gospels, Pauline Letters,

First Epistle of John, Book of Revelation.



