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A Study of the Multi-Denominations of Linxia’s Muslim
Society Through the Observation of Ramadan and
‘Idu-1-fitr

CHAO Chiu-Ti
Lecturer, Department of Arabic Language and Literature
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Islam was introduced into China during the Tang Dynasty and attained the
status of a separate group in the Yuan Dynasty. During the Ming and Qing
Dynasties, a new wave of Tasawuuf was introduced into China by the Sufi
Orders, which later developed into a unique Chinese form called Menhuan,
which was called “New Religion”, compared to traditional Islam, which was
called “Old Religion”, or in Arabic Qadim. At the end of the 19™ century, the
Tawhid revivalism of the Arabic world influenced the Chinese Muslims, and the
Tkhwant emerged in northwest of China. In the middle of the 20™ century, the
Salafiyyah branched away from the lkhwani. Today Chinese Islam has become
an integral part of world Islam.

In Linxia, Gansu Province, the above mentioned four denominations all
have their followers, and significant differences exist in their religious practice.
People of different denominations usually get along well, and some do move
from one denomination to another, but sometimes they refute each other
vigorously.

This study starts with the observation of the Muslim’s Ramadan and
‘Idu-l-fitr (the Feast of Ending the Ramadan Fast) in the Linxia region. The
history of the formation of multi-cultural phenomena of Muslim denominations
is first traced back, and the similarities and differences of religious practice are
compared. The forms of interaction and the social and cultural backgrounds of
the followers of different denominations as reflected in their daily life are then
investigated and analyzed using data collected from a field study. Finally, a
summary and conclusion is made presenting the variety of Islam in Linxia and
the factors causing such variety.

Keywords: Ramadan, ‘Idu-I-fitr, denominations, Qadimu, Ikhwani, Salafiyyah,
Menhuan



