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A Daoist Perspective on Life: The Daoist Wu Jun of the
Tang Dynasty

CHUANG Hung-I
Professor, Department of Religious Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

‘Confucian when successful, otherwise Daoist’ is a common stereotype of
traditional Chinese intellectuals. In the Tang Dynasty there were many cases in
which men converted to Daoism after failure in imperial examinations or in their
official career. They chose to become a priest to obtain the respect of the
Emperor and the adoration of believers. What is the ultimate concern of people
who had withdrawn from earthliness to become priests but still hankered after
the attention of the Emperor? Is there a contradiction between reading sacred
books and looking for the way of immortality? Is this only a shift between being
visible or being hidden, two stages in a man’s journey through life?

This article collates the monastic ideas of the Tang Dynasty Daoist Wu Jun
(?-778) and investigates his view of life, as a part of studies into the development
of celestial learning in the Tang Dynasty. It first presents the life and writings of
Wu Jun. Then, it explores his view of life and celestial learning. Its analysis
focuses on four aspects: (1) the formation of life, (2) the value of life, (3) the
requisites for becoming a god, and (4) the Daoist order of training and

self-cultivation.

Keywords: Wu Jun, Daoist Perspective on Life, celestial learning, conservation

of form and spirit



