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Connecting the Taiwanese Dragon Boat Festival with the

Eucharist : A Presbyterian View of Contextualization

WONG Chong-Gyiau
Professor, School of Theology, Chang Jung Christian University

Abstract

Rituals observed by people in their ordinary lives are categorized either as religious
rites or folk festivals. Moreover, folk festivals can be divided into calendrical festivals and
life-cycle rituals. The former can be considered as a social ritualizing of life; the latter,
instead refer to the stages of an individual’s existence: birth, adulthood, marriage, aging
and death. In today’s context, the Christian response to the Taiwan calendrical festivals
can positively proceed in two directions of contextualization: cultural and theological.
Theological contextualization implies a rethinking of the faith and symbolic meaning of
Taiwanese festival stories and their relation to Christian faith. This paper focuses on the
cultural contextualization of the Dragon Boat Festival in Taiwan. It further attempts a
contextual theology based on the questions and answers suggested by the faith link

between the festival and the Christian tradition of the Eucharist.

Keywords: Presbyterian, Dragon Boat Festival, Eucharist, annual/periodical festivals,

life-cycle festivals, contextualizing theology
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