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A Review of Religious Administration of Taiwan

CHENG CHIH MING
Professor, Department of Religious Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

It is only during the last decade that religious administration has attracted the
interest of scholars in Taiwan. Hence, the academic results in this field are still limited.
This paper overviews and reflects on the past so as to look at issues of interest for future
development. Due to a lack of policies and regulations, religious administration has for a
long time been stuck in a conflict between the Constitution and its statues. In such a
context, the passing of a Religious Groups Law was fundamental to finding a solution.
Legislation, however, being a tool in the hand of a government striving for effective
management, has its limitations, which have aroused a new wave of research to see if the
Constitution can provide a workable basis for guaranteeing and protecting freedom of
religion.

Currently, various religious administrative offices are facing difficulties and
controversies that need to be pondered upon and discussed. It is to be hoped that these
discussions will form the core of a public debate to which scholars must pay attention. In
that forum the government raises questions and collects opinions and suggestions from all
levels of society. Moreover religious groups, in their development, must abide by
government policies and regulations. They must constantly adjust their internal rules to
the demands of the external bureaucratic legal system. This adaptation requires attention
from scholars so that they may guide religious groups to face the shock of modernity, thus,

being able to integrate and adjust to changing times.

Keywords: Religious Administration, Religious Groups, Temples, Legislation for

Religion, Review and Perspectives



