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Dating and Influence of the Xuantian shangdi qishi lu

(Part 1)

HSIAO Teng-fu
Professor, Department of Applied Chinese Language, National Taichung
Institute of Technology

Abstract

The name of the god of the north, Xuanwu 3 ¥, was changed to Zhenwu &' ;¢ in
accordance with a taboo on the use of the character “xuan’. The god was honoured as
Xuantian Shangdi Z\_FF’J’ in the Song Dynasty. The Xuantian shangdi gishenglu 3 =
_FTJ?{EE% records the deeds of Xuantian Shangdi. It is a necessary tool for study of
belief in Zhenwu. The book forms part of the Orthodox Daoist canon. This article
investigates the date when the book was written and its subsequent effect on belief in
Zhenwu. It suggests that the book was written by Zhang Mingdao 3=f*Jifi in the Song
Dynasty .

Keywords: Xuantian shangdi, Zhenwu



