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A Study of Religious Cultural and Creative
Industries from the Viewpoint of Religious
Education

LEE Mao-Jung
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Abstract

This paper discusses religious cultural and creative
industries from the viewpoint of religious education. It holds that it
is the religious sense inspired by religious objects that comes first
but that if the religious element alone is present, with no creative
input, then the work will fail to inspire religious feeling. This
applies to religious statues as much as to rites. The lack of creativity
is not only a loss for religion and humanity, it may even lead to a
reaction against the religion itself. The paper traces the roots of
religious feeling in as much as this differs from the secular and uses
the term ‘hierophany’ to distinguish between religious articles and
commercial items based on religion. The paper then looks at the
four terms c‘religion’, ‘culture’, ‘creativity’ and ‘product’ and
explores three possible kinds of relationship between them:
syncretic, related and opposed. The paper concludes that religious
education is the only way to grasp the religious sense and bring
about a balance between the commercialisation of religious art and
the need for religious feeling.

Keywords: religious education, hierophany, scared, secularization,

coexist



