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A Preliminary Study of the Principle, Content and
Development of the Current Code of Canon Law

KING Yuk-Wai
School of Law, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

Generally speaking, our first impression of the Church is a
group of people committed to loving one another, following Jesus’
instruction in scripture when he said: | give you a new
commandment: love one another. As | have loved you, so you also
should love one another.” (John 13:34). This new commandment
has extensive repercussions for our world. It has not only become
the foundation of moral norms, but has also provided a standard for
personal conduct as well. One can even find its effect in the criminal
law system, which tends to favor rehabilitative rather than punitive
justice, especially when criminals show signs of truly amending
their lives.

The Catholic Church’s Code of Canon Law, like the statutes
of many legal systems throughout the world, was promulgated in the
early 20th century. While Canon Law was drafted by a special
commission in the Catholic Church, it is nonetheless solidly based
on Revelation, (i.e. Scripture and sacred tradition) which constitutes
its highest guiding principle. This dissertation may be a little
difficult to understand for the Chinese reader. There are many
special terms which have been developed in the course of time,
which might require further explanation. However Chinese readers
can deduce much about the principles of faith and the moral
teachings which the Church embraces and promotes.

Throughout its entire history, Canon Law has exercised a
very powerful influence on the legal system of Europe. In recent
decades, the influence of the Church has been waning, with the
result that Church teaching is often firmly at odds with the moral
norms of society. Nevertheless, the guidance offered by the Church
should always serve as a reference point for the law. Above all, the
spirituality and the standards or norms of the Catholic Church are
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truly reflected in the Code of the Canon Law.

Can. 1 states: “The canons of this Code affect only the Latin
Church.” This means the Code explicitly points out that it applies to
those Catholics under the auspices of the Holy See. The purpose of
Canon Law is to render them the greatest assistance possible in
order that they can follow Jesus faithfully. Its goal is that Christian
faith will be reflected in the conduct of believers, and it guides
Catholics as that they attempt to live out their shared responsibility
to preach and spread the Good News of the Gospel. At the same
time, Catholics on the basis of their own personal identity, their way
of life and their personal testimony are encouraged to become
missionaries, fostering Gospel values in the world and bringing
about real transformation to establish the Kingdom of God.

Keywords: The Bible, Catholic Church, Code of Canon Law,
Hierarchy, The Teaching Function of the Church



