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Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth?...
When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of
God Shouted for joy?

(Job 38:4,7)
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g "W, A TR (realitytest) -
o e DI enfeiesd Bd 5lde % Lens LA 4
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AR B - e AR RERIA - JRR - (2L R SRS b
ARV IR E EAA SIS > AlE MBS - FT LA E e
CIREALENy wes S PN/ B =D PL L IPNGE €S 2D
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J71H XFHIE F AR B AR S AY DY) ( Das Ding ) [y 75 THIZK 8% -
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o EEINFER & BRI MR TR R 2 o R
R 21 e NV B B RVERA A B2 DR E AR
JERETAEL 1B E - ki ERTE — » % FE(LE Pi AYATE
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f4F3k) ® (The Rime of the Ancient Marner ) iy /KF - /K
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FHIESEN SR ZH ERERE W B G BaR (et
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* JEEFE I R
He went like one that hath been stunned,
And is of sense forlorn:
A sadder and a wiser man,
He rose the morrow morn.
3 K FE R Y s R R AR S DEHEEH (Walter  Benjamin,
1892-1940) 1F (MBI + HRISEIL - HHTARERATEE)
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H32-

B —{RINE > AT B A R R ERRE U — TR T AV ATEE
o B e ELRE AR SR I — R T TRV RSO - A
EREIE KRB LA 20 HaC 90 A > EARRZERR TR $H
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to Global Ethics(2nd Ed.) 85— 47515 Sacred Society Eid Holy
Community [H—Efzk - See (Darrell J. Fasching et al.,2011 )
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Opposition or Coordination?
A study of grace and redemption in the films The
Tree of Life and the Life of Pi

CHENG Yin-Chun
Associate Professor, Department of Religious Studies,
Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

The film The Tree of Life written and directed by Terrence
Malick sets up a dialectical relationship between nature and grace by
means of images, music and dialogue, which develops towards
redemption. In contrast, the Life of Pi directed by Ang Lee portrays
harmony between man and nature, or rather one man and an animal.
The film is suffused with an oriental sense of tranquility shot with a
long-lens and framed by Indian music. The fantasy and sprit of
harmony of the opening scenes are gradually transformed in the story
into a type of dialectic when Pi’s boat encounters trouble and the
question of nature and grace begins to emerge.

This essay studies the contrasting ways in which these two films
deal with the subject of nature and grace and the supernatural against
the backdrop of diverse cultural backgrounds. It shows how the
narrative framework and layers of the two films leave the viewer with
a different feel for narrative and for the supernatural.

Keywords: Fantasy, The Tree of Life, The Life of Pi, Yann Martel,
Lee Ang
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