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Abstract

The behaviorism of B.F. Skinner has had a remarkable impact on sociology
and psychotherapy. He has left behind a considerable amount of writings but
Christians might have only a fragmented understanding of his theory. They have
often interpreted Skinner’s thought dealing with the relation between human beings
and environmental factors as mechanical. This paper argues that this is
over-simplified. By rethinking the main themes of behaviorism— including (1)
operational control, (2) de-autonomy, (3) behavioral therapy, and (4) utopia—the
article points out significant differences between Skinner’s philosophy and
Christian faith in terms of these themes and the corresponding response.
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