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Discussion of Ordinary and Extraordinary Means of Medical
Treatment from a Catholic Point of View
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Abstract

This article discusses how to treat the sick according to the views of the
Catholic Church. The Church asserts that we cannot end the life of human being by
euthanasia, as it is contrary to God’s gift of life. The Church also holds that we
must give the dying ordinary treatment, since failure to do so could amount to
euthanasia. Extraordinary means are not to be used and should be ended if they
have been used. This article, first of all, clarifies the definition of ordinary and
extraordinary means, and then approaches the subject of treatment from an ethical
stance. According to the state of health of a sick person, ordinary and extraordinary
treatment are relative, not absolute. They are, therefore, open to discussion. It may
be possible to choose an appropriate treatment according to the given situation. The
paper concludes with some reflections and concrete suggestions.
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