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Editing Spirit Writing:
Reflections on the editing of Puhua qunmi published
by the Shenghua Temple in Tainan

CHEN Shu-Ping
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature
National Cheng Kung University
Chinese Literature Teacher, Chang Jung Senior High School

Abstract

The Shenghua Hall was erected in the Wanli district of Tainan in 1902 as a place
for propagating the teaching of the classics. It honoured the God of War (Guangong),
the immortal, Lii Dongbin, and Lord Li. Under Japanese rule it changed its name to
Shenggong She. After the Japanese left, it took the name Shenghua Tang. Between
1959 and 1967 the Hall published five books of good advice based on spirit writing.
Twenty five years later, in 2005, a sixth book was published, for which the author of
this article served as editor. Her work as editor enables her to reflect on the nature of
this type of literature and the role of the editor in compiling it.

Keywords: Phoenix Hall, planchette, Spirit Writing, Xinggongshe
shenghuatang (4 548 4b% ) , Puhua qunmi (ELEERE)



