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Mysticism in Chinese Neo-Scholasticism: From
Sunya to Transcendence

CHENG Kai-Run
M. S. Student, Department of Religious Studies,
Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

The localized philosophical hermeneutics of mysticism expounded by
Chinese Neo-Scholasticism is applied here to a comparison of the Zen Buddhist ox-
herding pictures and the Biblical image of the shepherd. The transcendental method
employed by transcendental Thomism is the method adopted. The first part of the
paper looks at sunya or ‘nothingness’, taking this as what is beyond being, where
human existence is transformed into divine existence. The second stage looks at
being from the point of view of Sumya, and at Christian salvation and Buddhist
enlightenment. The third part examines the movement from Buddhist awareness of
sunya to the state beyond being. The fourth part takes a comparison of the ox-herding
pictures and the parable of herding sheep to see how the Buddhist sunya can be
compared with the parable and thus help in an inculturated philosophical discussion
and also inspire discussion of beyond being in religious dialogue.

Keywords: Chinese Neo-Scholasticism, Christology, The Ox-herding Pictures,
Shepherding in the Bible, Sunya (nothingness), Pseudo-Dionysius,
Master Eckhart, to transcend being
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