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Ten Characteristics of the Code of Canon Law

Francis KING Yuk-Wai
School of Law, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

Many people are not aware of the Code of Canon Law of the Roman Catholic
Church, and even Catholics who have heard of it may still be unfamiliar with its
content.

As a brief introduction to canon law, | would say: “The Code of Canon Law is
a book about laws. It integrates the connotation of faith conveyed by Sacred
Scripture, Tradition and doctrine, and uses the canons to help the people of God
comprehend God’s will, and guide them to strive to live out their daily lives by laws.
Therefore, it matures not only a person’s personality, but also prompts everyone to
move on the way of sanctification.”

The legislation consists of 1752 canons, organized in seven books: general
norms, the people of God, the teaching function of the church, the sanctifying
function of the church, the function of the church, sanctions in the church, the
temporal goods of the church, and legal processes. The structure of the canon law is
much the same as the common law, however it is the statute book of the Catholic
Church, thus the connotation of faith, the teaching of doctrine, the spirit of the gospel,
the care of souls, universal values and concepts...become chief characteristics of
canon law.

Keywords: Catholic Church, Revelation, Sacred Scriptures, Tradition; Faith,
Sanctification, Salvation of souls
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