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The Healing Functions and Ritual Framework of the Qingwei
School in the Song and Yuan Dynasties:
A Study on the Qingwei Announcing to the Dipper Ritual

HSIEH Shu-wei
Professor, Graduate Institute of Religious Studies,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

From early times, the constellation of the Northern Dipper (Beidou 1}=}-) has
occupied a major place in Chinese astrology and religious belief. The Beidou stars,
which were considered as universal regulators of cosmic events and of human
destiny, were particularly important in the Daoist tradition. The cult is related to the
cult of the Original Spirit of personal destiny (benming “A7). The During Song and
Yuan dynasties, Daoist adepts and ritual masters elaborated numerous rituals placed
under the governance of the Northern Dipper. Among the most important ritual
practices were Announcing to the Dipper £:=};%. In the Ming Daoist Canon Daofa
huiyuan, many versions of this “Dipper Ritual” have been preserved. They provide
conspicuous descriptive representations of the traditional local divinities of the
Northern Dipper ritual. My project compares various rituals of the “Announcing to
the Dipper” in the Ming Daoist Canon. It reveals that the application of Daoist ritual
of reproduction served as an effective vein to popularize its Daoist framework. It
elucidates how Daoism, local belief, and Chinese cultural concepts simultaneously
interact in this dipper ritual to expel evil power and rejuvenate members of the local
community. By examining three versions of “Announcing to the Dipper” ritual, this
article explores the relation between the Qingwei ritual framework and “Announcing
to the Dipper.”

Keywords: Dipper ritual, Qingwei, Announcing to the Dipper, Release from
disasters, Daoist ritual



