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8 JH By © “Seeing [...] has both psychological and epistemic aspects. Psychologically,
when one sees that p, one’s assent is automatic and involuntary. Epistemically, the idea
seems to be that an object seen is as directly accessible to the knower as possible, in as
determinate a way as possible, so that none of the features relevant to knowing that p
remains unrepresented to the knower. These features of seeing make one’s grasp of the
object “fixed” and “determined to one”, and in this sense “certain”.”
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) oo EZWEEHN TEREAEE , (Christi visionem ) {F H U HYEE
i -

O (EYIEEHE) §104 - #£3E : “[T]he Son of God assumed flesh and came into the
world to illumine all men with grace and truth. “I [The Son of God] came into the world
for this, to testify to the truth” [...] “As long as I am in the world I am the light of the
world”.” 51 TJFE3Z @ “quia filius Dei carnem assumere venit in mundum, ut illuminaret
gratia et veritate omnes homines. lo. ¢. XVIII, 37: in hoc natus sum, et ad hoc veni, ut
testimonium perhibeam veritati. Item, infra IX, 5: quamdiu in mundo sum, lux sum mundi.”
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1041 1-82504 - Bz @ < Now the Evangelist shows how Mary came to see Christ: first, he
tells how she saw Christ; secondly, how he was recognized by her. Concerning the first,
we see her seeing Christ; and then what Christ said to her.” fi7 ] 532 : “Hic ponitur
quomodo mulier ista pervenit ad Christi visionem, et primo agitur de Christi visione;
secundo de eius a muliere cognitione, ibi dixit ei lesus, noli me tangere et cetera. Circa
primum primo ponit Christi visionem; secundo eius allocutionem, ibi dicit ei lesus: mulier,
quid ploras?”

11411 82505 - H5iE : “Having turned around, Mary saw Jesus standing, but she did not
know that it was Jesus, [...] We see from this that if anyone desires to see Christ, they must
turn round to him [...] Those come to the point of seeing him who entirely turn themselves
to him by love. [...] Mystically, this signifies that at one time Mary had turned her back to
Christ by her disbelief, but when she turned her soul to knowing him, she turned round to
him.” i ] JE3Z © “Et sic retrorsum ad aspiciendum conversa, vidit lesum stantem, et non
sciebat quia lesus est [...]. Ostenditur etiam per hoc, quod si aliquis Christum videre
desiderat, oportet quod ad eum convertatur. [...] Mystice autem per hoc signatur quod
haec mulier per infidelitatem ad Christum verterat dorsum: sed quando animum eius ad
cognoscendum convertit, retrorsum conversa est.”
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12 411 -8820 - B£EE : “God gives testimony to someone in two ways, namely, sensibly and
intelligibly.” #17 T J/E 3 © “quod Deus testificatur alicui dupliciter, scilicet sensibiliter et
intelligibiliter.”

13411 -8820 - HL#E : “Sensibly, as by a sensible voice only; and in this way he gave witness
to Moses on Mount Sinai: “You heard his voice, and saw no form at all” (Dt 4:12). Likewise,
he gives testimony by a sensible form, as he appeared to Abraham (Gn 26), and to Isaiah: “I
saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne” (Is 6:1).” i1 T J&3Z : “Sensibiliter quidem,
sicut per vocem sensibilem tantum; et hoc modo testificatus fuit Moysi in monte Sinai; Deut.
IV, 12: vocem eius audistis, et formam penitus non vidistis. Item per sensibilem speciem, sicut
apparuit Abrahae Gen. XXVI, et Is. VI, 1: vidi dominum sedentem supra solium excelsum et
elevatum.” BN » AR St im BB HIE RS TR St am a0 B R 1 R
R A H IR R T E VB 2 L
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1441 [-§820 - HE:E : “[I]n these visions [God-human encounters], neither the audible voice
nor the visible figure were like anything in the animal kingdom, except efficiently, in the
sense that these were formed by God. For since God is a spirit, he neither emits audible
sounds nor can he be portrayed as a figure.” i/ T JE3Z : “Sed tamen in istis visionibus nec
vox corporalis nec figura Dei est sicut cuiusdam animalis, sed effective, inquantum a Deo
formatur: nam cum Deus sit spiritus, neque vocem sensibilem de se emittit, nec figurari
potest.”
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“Faith is the conviction of things unseen”:
A philosophical understanding of the Commentary on Saint
John’s Gospel by Thomas Aquinas

Florence CHOI Wai-man
Ph.D. Student, Catholic University of Louvain

Abstract

In Christianity there is a tension between faith and seeing. On the one hand,
faith is the conviction of things unseen: for example, the existence of the invisible
God and the promise of eternal life cannot be perceived by human sensibility nor be
understood by the human intellect alone, hence, faith is the guarantee of this kind of
unseen belief. On the other hand, the persons who met the historical Jesus and
consequently believed in him saw Jesus and his work. Thus, how could those who
saw the historical Jesus claim that they believed in things unseen? In this paper, |
will demonstrate how this tension can be eased in accordance with the philosophical
insight given by Thomas Aquinas in his Commentary on the Gospel of Saint John.

The paper includes four sections. In the first section, | explain why the
Commentary is used to deal with this tension. In the second section, | define seeing
in detail. The third section explains the importance of seeing in John’s Gospel and
elaborates the tension in this context. Finally, | analyze the philosophical insight of
seeing given by Aquinas in his Commentary, especially by focusing on the difference
between the content of sensible data and the content of faith in his examples. Then,
I offer a way to ease the tension and conclude that the concept of “faith is the
conviction of things unseen” and that “seeing the historical Jesus and consequently
believing in him” are compatible with each other.

Keywords: Seeing, Faith, Thomas Aquinas, The Gospel of John



