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A Study of the Move from the Individual to the Subject in the
Writings of Yang Tingyun

TEE An-Chu
Assistant Professor, International College, Suwon University, Republic of
Korea

Abstract

Yang Tingyun of the late Ming Dynasty was one of the first generation of
Confucian Catholics. After he became a Catholic he devoted himself to the
elucidation of Christianity and formed a system of knowledge. Apart from believing
in God and elucidating his faith, why is that Yang sought to explain what was for
him a previously unknown faith in terms drawn from his own culture? In becoming
a Catholic and spreading his faith, did he seek to return to Confucian philosophy by
means of Christianity, or did he aim to use Confucianism to reflect on Christianity?
In other words, when he sought Chinese equivalents to translate Christian terms even
where they diverged from the original Christian meaning, how did he himself
understand what he was doing? To what extent could his Chinese terms be integrated
with the Christian originals, or did they lose their Chinese identity and take on a new
meaning? Against the background of the late Ming, this article provides a fresh
interpretation of Yang’s blending of Christianity and Confucianism, bringing a new
significance to both cultures and ways of thought.

Keywords: Yang Tingyun, Confucian Christians, Individuality, Subjectivity
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