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WV N RAVAERERY R RE M » AR I Y (A5 1 F Bt B B (B S Y 2K B
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From Collective Self-determination to Independent Nation-
building: A Postcolonial Analysis of the Development of the
Political Theologies of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 30
Years after the Lifting of the Martial Law

CHIU Kai-Li
Assistant Professor of Religion and Society, Taiwan Graduate School of
Theology

Abstract

his essay aims to review the development of the motifs in the political
theologies of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) over the past 30 years since
the lifting of the martial law. The author analyzes four key texts: Essay Collection
on Taiwan Homeland Theology (Wang, Hsien-Chih ed, 1988), The People Who
Pursue Chhut-Thau-Thi" (Huang, Po-Ho, 1991), Theology of Indentification (Chen,
Nan-Jou, 2003), The Theology for Taiwan’s State Building (Lo, Kuang-Hsi, 2018).

The author elaborates the PCT’s long-term involvement of the in the political
opposition movement from the perspectives of anti-colonial resistance. In addition,
the author elucidates how the PCT Church developed the theological discourse of
liberation from Exodus narratives in the Bible, contributing to the deepening of local
identity and the shaping of Taiwanese identity.

On the other hand, the author also analyzes how the political theologies of
the Presbyterian Church have evolved from the broader ideals of liberation to the
narrowed-down ideal of the nation-state-building, discounting the importance of
reshaping of cultural identity and the decolonization of people’s minds.

This article further suggests that the political theologies of the Presbyterian
Church should strengthen the criticism of the essentialization of differences in the
anti-colonial resistance movement. Moreover, the author proposes that the important
subjects of future political theologies may include: the reconstruction of Taiwan’s
subjective consciousness, offering new religious images to condense society’s
discourse, as well as the decolonization of imagination of the Taiwanese people.
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