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Abstract

This paper aims at discussing an alternative image of Confucianism that
emerged in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties by analyzing the Chinese
Christian Zhang Xingyao’s knowledge and evaluation of Confucianism in his
Examination of the Similarities and Differences between the Lord of Heaven
Teaching and the Literati Teaching ( Tianru Tongyi Kao ) . With a review of his
discourses on ‘Catholicism is Compatible with Confucianism,” ‘Catholicism is
Superior to Confucianism,” ‘Supplementing Confucianism with Catholicism,’ the
author affirms that the Confucian elements of Zhang’s thought formed his
preconception and pre-understanding in accepting Catholicism. Zhang’s
understanding of Catholicism was then taken by him as the criterion to re-evaluate
Confucianism. In Zhang’s view, Heaven as the personal God was the core
commonality between Catholicism and Confucianism. Zhang’s argument for the
superiority of Catholicism over Confucianism and its supplement to Confucianism
lead to a Catholicized Confucianism. Nonetheless, if Zhang and his fellow Catholics’
understating of Heaven as the personal God as well as the non-personal vision of
Heaven of his contemporary Confucian scholars and intellectuals can both be seen
as responses to the Transcendent or Ultimate Reality, then the image of
Confucianism, created by Chinese Catholicism, could be considered as a branch of
Confucianism that emerged and developed in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties.
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