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The Analysis of the beginning of the CCP nationalizing
strategy to Islam

MA Chen-Han
MA in Institute of Anthropology, National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

When people talk about the role of Islam in the context of religious
governance in contemporary China, they often consider it with the relationship
between the China Communist Party (CCP) and ethnic minorities. In the point of
view of the CCP, Islam isn’t like Catholicism and Protestantism, which are
considered as an extension of Western imperialism, nor is it like Buddhism and
Taoism, which are considered as the products of superstitions during the feudal
period of China. The development of Islam in contemporary China intercorrelates
with the development of the CCP in terms of its facing the modern transformation
of the traditional knowledge system, its understanding of new concepts imported
from the West such as nation and religion, and the construction of China as a
modern nation-state. Due to the above complexity, many studies fail to visualize
a clear picture and the contexts in tracing the CCP’s policies on Islam. Many
discussions on the development and transformation of Islam in China also become
dilemmatic choices between ethnic groups and religion. Looking back upon the
period between the establishment of the CCP in 1921 and the publication of the
book [H][E] MR in 1941 by the CCP, this research deconstructs how the
policies on Islam in contemporary China were framed as an ethnic issue. This
research especially focuses on the "Long March™ of the CCP between 1934 t01936,
and aims to examine how the CCP developed its policies on Islamic as an ethnic
issue from its Long March tactics.

Keyword: Islam, Muslim, Hui People, Nationalization, China Communist Party
(CCP)
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