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The Introduction of the Russian Orthodox Church in Henan
during the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of
China Period (1905-1917)

OU YANG Gang-Yi
PhD Student, Department of Religious Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

Religious studies scholars’ discussion of Henan, where religion was more
prosperous, mostly focus on Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity, or Kaifeng Jews, etc.
Among them, the scope of research on Christianity is limited to Catholicism and
Protestantism, but ignores the existence of Russian Orthodox in Henan for half a
century (1905-1956) and the history of its rise and fall. This paper mainly discusses
the introduction of the Russian Orthodox into Henan during the late Qing Dynasty
and the early Republic of China period. By studying Kumaiickuii 6naecosecmmux,
published by the Orthodox missionaries in Russian in China, it gives a detailed
description of the missionary strategies and the rise and fall of the Henan
Orthodoxy. By doing so, it can not only re-present the existence of the Orthodox
in Henan for half a century, enriching our knowledge of the religious culture and
social phenomenon in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China period,
and expanding the topics of religious academic research, but also help Christians

learn from the experience for the spread of the Christian faith in Henan.

Keywords: Henan, Russian Orthodox, «Kumaiickuii onazosecmuux»=Kitajskij

blagovestnik



