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Further Analysis and Ideological Stance on the Title of
Dunhuang Manuscript ‘S.0567 Exegesis on Cheng Weishi Lun
(tentative)’ by Taking Baifa Jue as Clue

LIU Tan-Ching
Ph. D. Candidate, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The Dunhuang Manuscript S.567 archived in the British Library has long
been identified as the ‘Exegesis on Cheng Weishi Lun’. This manuscript, however,
has yet to be formally transcribed and studied. We have transcribed and conducted
an analysis on the manuscript and found that although the manuscript is incomplete,
four undamaged chapters were preserved. The manuscript, which documented the
doctrinal exegesis and study of Weishi during the Sui and Tang dynasties, shows
significant value in literature and doctrine.

This article maintains that Dunhuang Manuscript S.567 consists of four parts:
‘Caitasika-Mental Factors and Cognition’, ‘“The Discourse and Clarification of
Trikaya’, ‘Assorted Perspectives observed by Trikaya’ and ‘Five Dharmas
enlightened Trikaya’. In addition, Dunhuang Manuscript S.567 cites Baifa Jue which
is not included in any Tibetan scriptures. According to the citation trajectory of Baifa
Jue, most of the later citers imply that the author of Baifa Jue was Kuei-ji. This
article takes this clue to derive the implied core purpose of citation of Dunhuang
Manuscript S.567. Finally, Dunhuang Manuscript S.567 was not a pure interpretation
of Cheng Weishi Lun. The original name ‘Exegesis on Cheng Weishi Lun’ might not
have reflected its purpose. In fact, the discussion related to the four specific topics
in Dunhuang manuscript S.567 may be based on the discussion of Dharma-character
school of Buddhism.

This article not only provides the contents recorded in Dunhuang Manuscript
S.567 for later researchers, but also indicates its four parts and ideological stance. In
the future, it may be possible to have a dialogue with the system of handed down
documents or to combine with other manuscripts.

Keywords: Dunhuang Manuscript S.567, Buddhakaya, Baifa Jue, Cheng Weishi
Lun, Kuei-ji



