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The Preliminary Study on The Newly Discovered Chinese
Manichaeism Manuscript The Confession ritual on Five
Buddhas

Cao Ling
Associate Professor, College of Philosophy Law and Political Science,
Shanghai Normal University

Abstract

The Confession Ritual to the Five Buddhas(Wu Fo Chan F{#}#) is a recently
discovered Manichaean manuscript of significant scholarly value. This article
initiates the preliminary disclosure and organization of its content, accompanied by
an initial exploration of its textual evolution. The investigation unveils that the
Confession Ritual to the Five Buddhas has its original compilation and translation
dating back to the Tang Dynasty, serving as a manual for the confession ritual of
Manichaean Hearers on Mondays. The text underwent two deliberate revisions, one
during the Song and Yuan Dynasty and the other during the Qing Dynasty, resulting
in the current form of the existing manuscript.

By dissecting the development of the text of Confession Ritual to the Five
Buddhas, we can elucidate the fundamental circumstances of the Manichaean
communities in which the revisers were situated during different historical eras. This
provides new internal textual historical reference points for researching the
developmental history of Manichaeism in China. Furthermore, an examination of the
manuscript's development also illustrates that the sinicization of Manichaeism in
China since the Song and Yuan Dynasties is not a monolithic path but rather exhibits
diverse developmental trajectories.

Keywords: Manichaean manuscript, Wu Fo Chan, Sinicization of Manichaeism
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