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Discussing the Reasons for the Editing and Reprinting of the

“Daozang Jiyao” from the Perspective of “Doing Religion” -

Addressing the Positioning Issues of the School of Quanzhen
and the School of Tianxian

WONG Chung-Hin
MPhil student, Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, The University
of Oxford
Abstract

Jiang Yupu’s “Daozang Jiyao” and He Longxiang’s “Reprinting Collection
of Daozang Jiayao” are closely related. Many scholars have claimed that He
Longxiang intentionally concealed Jiang Yupu’s identity in “Collection of Daozang
Jiayao”, and instead credited Peng Dinggiu as the primary editor. This paper
examines the relationship between newly added Taoist texts and “Collection of
Daozang Jiayao” and “Reprinting Collection of Daozang Jiayao™. I found that these
Taoist texts not only meet the editorial purpose of “Reprinting Collection of Daozang
Jiayao”, which aims to integrate Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism, but also
align with the fundamental standpoint of “Collection of Daozang Jiayao”, which
upholds the tradition of pure internal alchemy practice. Furthermore, the purpose in
reprinting “Collection of Daozang Jiayao™ is to collect the “lost pearls in the vast sea”

(i.e., to locate what was thought to be lost among the vast expanse of information ) .
Lai Chi Tim accepts Yuria Mori’s view that these “lost pearls” are Taoist classics
from Sichuan.

This article will utilize Adam Chau’s modalities of “Doing Religion” as a
foundation for discussion, in order to propose that the significance of their religious
behaviors outweighs that of their religious backgrounds. The editorial purpose of
“Reprinting Collection of Daozang Jiayao” is not only to express the established
standpoint of the editors but also to collect lost pearls. Beginning with Jiang Yupu’s
theological queries, the editors featured Taoist classics that were excluded from
“Daozang Jiyao” but mirrored its editorial outlook. Through the study of the prefaces
and introductions of “Daozang Jiyao” and “Reprinting Collection of Daozang
Jiayao”, this paper aims to reach this conclusion. Additionally, this paper responds
to a larger issue in Taoist history. Instead of defining the religious nature of
“Daozang Jiyao” and “Reprinting Collection of Daozang Jiayao” through the School
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of Quanzhen or the School of Tianxian, the scholarly focus should be on the editors’
religious purpose in inheriting the Taoist canon.

Keywords : “Doing Religion”, Daozang Jiayao, Reprinting Collection of Daozang
Jiayao, School of Quanzhen, School of Tianxian



