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5 BIEEZUT The definition based on five criteria: (1) preeminence of the Way (dao &),
(2) which can be “approached” through rites; (3) secrecy and (4) rejection of other practices,
in particular blood sacrifice; and (5) eschatological concerns. Not all five criteria are
required simultaneously by this “dynamic” definition, which can in effect “accommodate”
a wide array of religious phenomena. Gil Raz, The Emergence of Daoism: Creation of
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BRI BRI S RV E T B & R B BT BU A T IS &
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10 PEFCEHIEE S BEAIIHZEE] L Vincent Goossaert, Making the Gods Speak:
The Ritual Production of Revelation in Chinese Religious History. (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2022) Matthias Schumann, Elena Valussi ed., Communicating with the
Gods: Spirit-Writing in Chinese History and Society. (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2023) J#
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AN IETEFE R E B R 2B AR - 4R B S0EE DR B
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ARG HFHATHHE - GIRRENE - =2t B2 - TR EWES 1 RH
FAYHEA B AR RS AR IR » AAEILER = 1A - (SRR > 2024 63-119) TiELE
RTTIRE VLB (BREHELE ) (EERTEL) (XK EWREE
#%) (W EE /T IALER) - (S5 B ML iEa ) SHoE () -
He (FrgEmra(bE) ErRiitt  2REFREIENES  HoriwEER
ERIE -

EEBTRHHE » SRELZ—TE BB NP RERELE
RECE  NENEBUEGAEAR LR BT IR A B R R BB SO - BIUR
i (1378-1448) 12 ( REFEREEM) By CEREHFNE=T=FF) &P
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B HEIVER)  DERELAEE T R RS EBIY F0  (RROR B ASHAYEEE -
GRIE ~ B ~ BT - BRELAREBER R ~ BT A S - R B
FEENHE - 2T HEFTECAAHENRCR - Bt BB ek
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T2 WENT  CEYEE | SRELEEELE) - (B 1 =HiEE > 2021)
4 (Terry Kleeman ) i L2 L P (1994) 0 F i fra BRR R B - o2
D © BRRRAERIZ: (ES48) BE B SR N B L B 2 T (LA
1B o SERE— PO T RE ) (RERAYF  WAEARSS b - R s B HY
HREEELESE (2013 5 2015 : 201-222) - Hig A8 (2015) DUSHEE (2016)
FHEESCE R GRS - 55 - K4 ( David K. Jordan )~ B 4FE( Daneil L. Overmyer )
(2005 : 31-75) » Vincent Goossaert (2015 : 112-133) -
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53-88 ; Vincent Goossaert » 2019 : 51-70)
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B IRAVIE B B AL E TSR R 2088 152 8RB B L (S
S BER=MEFEE EPANHEUE TEE SN E =8 AL 1
AT R LB B MNIEREL B BGE E - 5 T ER EERET R AER
HEEERER - ek - I AEEEY F 2R EERRALEM - (R
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Perspectives

HSIEH Shu-wei
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Abstract

There is controversy in the academe on how to define "Daoism". Many
scholars use a core essence approach to define Daoism, but this approach is
often unable to apply to the actual situation of Daoism in different periods.
Some scholars are forced to use pluralistic definitions in an attempt to relax
the definition of Daoism, but there is no agreement on how to set up multiple
standards. At the same time, a single definition point of view can easily lead
to historical narratives such as the decline of Daoism, its fusion with folk
religions, and secularization. Defining the boundaries of Daoism has become
an academic problem. This article advocates defining Daoism from the
historical context and adopting a dialectical category perspective to examine
the exchange and integration of Daoism and historical cultural movements.
This article points out that when the cultural symbol system changes, Daoism
naturally integrates into the atmosphere of the times in the historical situation,
compounding and integrating with the cultural movements at that time. This
is the natural result of cultural development, without any value judgment
between so-called “orthodox” or “syncretism”. New modes will be developed
through inheritance and integration, and then become “Daoism” in the context
of the times. This article cites the phenomenon of cultural integration and
boundary reorganization of Daoism caused by cultural movements at different
stages in history. The article specifically highlights the “Thaumaturgic
Movement”, “Spirit Writing Movement” and “Religionization Movement” at
different periods in history to illustrate the three important transformations of
Daoism. These three movements were due to the rise of emerging cultural
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movements or ideological trends, which transformed the Daoist symbolic
system, resulting in a major shift in the boundaries of Daoism. After
reorganization, the “Daoism” will reappear in the historical situation. From
the cases cited in this article, it can be seen that in the development process
of Daoism, encountering various religious movements and integrating
different practices are the driving force for the development of Daoism and
are the basic characteristics of religious and cultural exchanges in the process
of historical development.

Keywords: Daoism, Boundary, Thaumaturgy, Spirit Writing, Religionization
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