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The Construction of Ideal Taoism in Zhang Yuchu’s Daomen
shigui

YANG Shih-Pei

Ph.D. candidate of Religious Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University
Abstract

The Ming Dynasty was a period following foreign rule, and the 43rd Celestial
Master, Zhang Yuchu (1359-1410), who inherited his ancestral legacy and took
charge of Taoist affairs throughout the realm, emerged as a Taoist leader during this
time. Under Zhang Yuchu’s leadership, on one hand, he needed to rectify the
decadent Taoist atmosphere left over from the end of the Yuan Dynasty, while on the
other hand, he had to cater to the Ming Dynasty emperors under the imperial system.
In this context, Zhang Yuchu also utilized the writing of the Daomen shigui to shape
his ideal Taoism. Constructing a religious belief system involves many different
methods and aspects. In the Daomen shigui, Zhang Yuchu attempted to shape and
construct ideal Taoism through various aspects such as the historical, classical,
lifestyle, and regulatory aspects of Taoism. After the rise of Quanzhen Taoism during
the Yuan Dynasty, Zhang Yuchu sought to re-establish the position of Zhengyi
Taoism in leading Taoist affairs in the Ming Dynasty through the Daomen shigui.

Keywords : Ming Dynasty Taoism, Zhang Yuchu, Daomen shigui, Zhengyi Taoism
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